INTRODUCTION TO TOPIC "TOWARDS THE LEGAL RECOGNITION AND GOVERNANCE OF ECOSYSTEM SERVICES"
A Iza human well-being is well known, ecosystem services, such as water purification or the prevention of soil erosion, are less obvious and people are often not aware of them at all. Giving value to ecosystem services raises a series of questions, such services being intangible.
In 2012 major conferences focused on this theme (the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), the IUCN 5th World Conservation Congress and the 11th Conference of the Parties of the Convention on Biological Diversity) but did not reach consensus as how to deal with ecosystem services.
The governance of ecosystem services also raises complex questions which relate to the fact that the specific services which an ecosystem provides vary broadly from ecosystem to ecosystem. Ecosystems can produce goods like food, fiber, timber or fuel; they can regulate weather patterns and the climate as a whole at regional and global scales; and they can build a framework for cultural and recreational activities.
Ecosystems can also support these provisioning, regulating and also cultural processes through soil formation or pollination for the production of food for example. It is also crucial to understand the relative value of different ecosystem services to different groups in society in order to be able to design appropriate governance mechanisms.
In addition to this, there is a wide range of governance strategies and instruments which exist for the regulation of ecosystem services. Instruments range from topdown regulations which leave no room for individual discretion, to more flexible market instruments where individuals are free to make their own decisions within a given framework.
As an example of a market-based instrument, the IUCN-Environmental Law Centre has been working on the issue of payments for ecosystem services ( The diversity of approaches and experiences linked to the recognition and governance of ecosystem services is reflected in the variety of topics that is reflected in this publication. It is hoped that comparative examples will help illustrate the extent to which we are moving towards the recognition and governance of ecosystem services.
